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The Community Partnership Project at the University of Missouri-St. Louis annually 
recruits students who are interested in pursuing future careers in community development and 
community building to participate in the Community Building Fellowship Program. 

The Community Building Fellowship is designed to introduce a talented group of UMSL 
graduate students to the challenges and opportunities of working with community-based 
initiatives in the St. Louis region. Selected fellows will have the opportunity to work closely with 
faculty and staff affiliated with the Community Partnership Project on a community-based 
initiative that is bringing residents and stakeholders together and addressing a priority issue or 
important public problems. Projects for the 2012-2013 academic year include: 

• A community health initiative developed in cooperation with the City of St. Louis, with a 
specific focus on expanding access to fresh foods and groceries within city 
neighborhoods. The Fellow will work with neighborhoods participating in the St. Louis 
Healthy Corner Store Project.  

• A community outreach project with Great Rivers Greenway and St. Vincent 
Greenway, Inc., a new community development corporation focused on communities 
adjacent to the new trail between UMSL and Forest Park.    

Selected Fellows receive a $2,500 award, along with access to an on-campus office and 
mentors as part of the community-building project. Fellows may also be able to use the 
community project as an internship or practicum experience for academic credit, depending on 
the guidelines of their academic department.  

Selected fellows should be available to work on the community project an average of 7-10 hours 
weekly, including attending community meetings during the day and evenings, conducting 
community research and preparing reports, and meeting with faculty and staff.  There is 
flexibility regarding hours; however, the fellow must have some daytime availability and will 
need to make every effort to be available for key evening and weekend community meetings.  In 
addition to the community project, fellows are encouraged to attend Community Partnership 
Project workshops and seminars that relate to the community project.    

Two graduate students will be selected during the Fall 2013 semester, with the possibility of 
additional Fellowships awarded in the Winter 2014 semester.  Successful applicants must meet a 
minimum eligibility requirement of a 3.0 GPA in graduate and undergraduate studies, as well as 
an interest in working with community-based efforts that engage residents and organizations in 
creating positive local change. The application deadline is August 27th, with interviews 
conducted on September 5th or 6th.  Selected Fall semester Fellows should plan to begin their 
community projects before September 16th.      

Application materials and more information can be found at http://pcs.umsl.edu/cpp. 

For more information, contact: 
Kay Gasen, Director, Community Partnership Project 
gasen@umsl.edu or (314) 516-5269 
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